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Tooth Decay Prevalence (%) in 3rd Grade Children 

Source: CDC

2016 -17, 47.3% 

2009-12, 45.2 % (95% CI 39, 52)

2004, 70.9%



California Smile Survey:
Results from 2004-2005 and 2018-19
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California 2019 3rd Grade Smile Survey

Tooth Decay Experience

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/CDCB/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Oral%20Health%20Program/California_2019_3rd_Grade_Smile_Survey_20210730.pdf


Tooth Decay Experience by Region

California Smile Survey 2018-2019

Region Tooth Decay 

Experience (%)

California 60.6%

Bay Area 45.4%

Sacramento 46.2%

Northern/Sierra 51.6%

Southern 60.4%

Central Coast 64.2%

Los Angeles 64.7%

Central Valley 75.9%
California 2019 3rd Grade Smile Survey

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/CDCB/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Oral%20Health%20Program/California_2019_3rd_Grade_Smile_Survey_20210730.pdf


Healthy Place Index Tooth Decay Experience 

Central Valley
Fresno, Kern, 
San Joaquin, 
Stanislaus, 
Tulare, 
Merced, 
Kings, 
Madera

The California Healthy Places Index - Public Health Institute (phi.org)
California 2019 3rd Grade Smile Survey

https://www.phi.org/thought-leadership/the-california-healthy-places-index/
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/DCDIC/CDCB/CDPH%20Document%20Library/Oral%20Health%20Program/California_2019_3rd_Grade_Smile_Survey_20210730.pdf
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Smile California: Back -Tooth-School -Webinar

https://smilecalifornia.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Back-Tooth-School-Webinar.pdf
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Goal: Tooth Decay Free

Reduce 
tooth 

decay & 
untreated 

decay

Community 
Water 

Fluoridation 

Community -
Clinical
Linkage

Kindergarten
Oral Health 
Assessment

Dental Visit

Oral Health 
Literacy

Measure performance: 

How much are we doing? How well are we doing? 
Is this making children healthier? 

Å PSE Change ð

Toothbrushing in Early 

Care & Education 

Programs

Å Rethink Your Drink



Health Prevention & School Dental Programs



Building Interventions in Schools:

Intensity Matched to Need 

Primary 

care services

School -based 
Program 

Sealant, establish a 
dental home

School -linked Program 

Screening, Counseling, Referral & 
Case Management in selected 

grades (e.g., Kindergarten, 3 rd grade) 

Healthy Environment - Policies

Dental health in curriculum, healthy lunch, 
fluoridated tap water, Limit access to sugar 

sweetened beverages, injury control, annual 
dental examination

CDC Evidence -based intervention to 

achieve HP 2030 Objective

CDC Community -Clinical Linkage 

Model: Promising Approach

Fixed /Virtual Dental Home/Mobile Van 

Foundation for all schools
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School Dental 
Programs

COMMUNITY CLINICAL LINKAGE



u 40% of kindergartenershave tooth decay

u 440,000 missed days

u $85/day = $37.4M loss revenue for schools

u Oral health is the leading cause of school absences(1)

u Students with tooth pain in last 6 months were 4x more likely to have 
low grade point average(2)

1. PouratN, Nicholson G. Unaffordable dental care is linked to frequent school absences. Policy Brief UCLA Cent Health Policy Res. 2009(PB2009-10):1-6.
2. SeirawanH, Faust S, Mulligan R. The impact of oral health on the academic performance of disadvantaged children. American journal of public health. 2012;102(9):1729-34.

Important Facts About Oral Health and Children



Important Facts About Oral Health and Children (cont.)

u Healthy teeth are important for overall health.

u School based programs help prevent dental decay.

u Decrease dental decay and pain = decrease absenteeism. 

u We ALL can be an advocate for oral health education and 
services for school age children.

u Caries disease is 100% preventable.



Building Interventions in Schools

Primary 
care services

School-
based 

Program 

School-linked 

Program 

Healthy Environment -
Policies



School Dental Program Models

#2 Sealant Program

u School-based

u One time contact for a 
long lasting clinical 
preventive service 

(e.g., Immunization Ą Tooth 
Sealant)

#1 School Screening

u School-linked

u Case identification and 

referral management

(e.g., hearing & vision 

screening Ą KOHA)  

#3 Comprehensive 

dental care in schools 

(primary care)

u School-based

u Ongoing care: dental 

cleaning, x-rays, exams, 

fillings, etc.

u Refer to local dental office

(e.g., Mobile dental van, 

Virtual Dental Home) 



uTrain nurses in oral health prevention

u Implement oral health education in classroom curriculum

uStart a school-linked program (e.g., screening, support KOHA)

uConsider a school-based program (e.g., sealant program) 

uRefer kids Ą comprehensive care Ą local dental offices or Virtual 
Dental Home

u!ƴŘΧ

Supporting Kids in Their Oral Health:

School Dental Programs



uProp 56 Tobacco Tax, 5-year grant cycle

u 59 of 61 local health jurisdiction (LHJ) has LOHPs in 

the current grant cycle July 2017 ïJune 2022

uNew grant cycle July 2022 ïJune 2027

uSchool-linked or school-based grant objective

Partner with Local Oral Health Programs (LOHP)



How to Identify Schools for Dental Programs

Definition for targeting a school for 

school-linked or school-based dental 

programs:

uAll public elementary urban schools 

with > 50% of students on the 

free/reduced meal program (FRMP).

uAll rural schools are considered 

eligible

Schools

K- 6th 

Enrollment

Rural 1223 398,008

Urban 3403 1,648,061

Total 4626 2,046,069



u VISION = Eliminate oral health disparities 

u GOAL = 10%

u Decrease tooth decay and untreated tooth decay by 10% points

u Increase sealant prevalence by 10% points

u At least 50% of eligible schools with a dental program by 2027

State Oral Health Plan and LOHP Goals



#1 Screening Program:

School-Linked Dental Program

Å Passive Consent

Consent
Screening 

and OH 
Counseling 

Referral Follow up



#2 Sealant Program: 

School-Based Dental Programs 

Å Passive Consent for Screening

Å Active Consent for Sealants 
Å Some start with active 

Consent Screening 
Dental 

Sealants
Referral Follow up



#3 Primary Care (comprehensive services): 

School-Based Dental Program

Å Passive Consent for Screening

Å Active Consent for Exams and Treatments 
Å Some Start with Active Consent  

Consent Screening
Dental 
Exams

Primary 
Dental Care

Follow up



California Department of Public Health

Center for Healthy Communities 

Office of Oral Health  

Examples:
School Linked  
School Based 
Dental Programs
SAN FRANCISCO COUNTY

TUOLUMNE COUNTY 
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CDA Journal August 2017_PDF

Kindergarteners who have experienced tooth decay in their primary teeth by race-ethnicity

Oral Health Screening  2001-2017, San Francisco Unified School District

https://www.cda.org/Portals/0/journal/journal_082017.pdf


uCounty Office of Education

u 1995, preventive dental services to Tuolumne 

county schools, 4 local schools

uMobile dental van: screenings, dental cleanings, 

sealants, fluoride varnish

uReferral to local dental offices

u 4750 students 

Tuolumne County: Superintendent of Schools & 

Smile Keepers Dental Program



u Truancy Toolkit | State of California - Department of Justice - Office of the Attorney General

u Strategies for School Nurses to Address Chronic Absenteeism

u School Oral Health Programs | California Oral Health Technical Assistance Center 

(ucsf.edu)

u List of Local Oral Health Program Project Coordinators

u School-Based Dental Sealant Programs (mchoralhealth.org)

u CDA Kindergarten Oral Health Assessment

u ASTDD Best Practices

u ASTDD Basic Screening Tools

u Virtual Dental Home Policy Brief - University of the Pacific, San Francisco

School Based Oral Health Resources

https://oag.ca.gov/truancy/toolkit
https://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/tr/toolkit/StrategiesforSchoolNurses.pdf
https://oralhealthsupport.ucsf.edu/our-programs/school-programs
https://oralhealthsupport.ucsf.edu/local-oral-health-program-contacts
https://www.mchoralhealth.org/Dental-Sealant/
https://www.cda.org/Home/Public/Kindergarten-Oral-Health-Requirement
https://www.astdd.org/best-practices/
https://www.astdd.org/basic-screening-survey-tool/
https://dental.pacific.edu/sites/default/files/users/user244/VirtualDentalHome_PolicyBrief_Aug_2014_HD_ForPrintOnly.pdf


Contact Us

u Joanna Aalboe, Joanna.Aalboe@cdph.ca.gov

uPaula Lee, Paula.Lee@cdph.ca.gov

Thank You!
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mailto:Joanna.Aalboe@cdph.ca.gov
mailto:Paula.Lee@cdph.ca.gov


ÅBridging health and education to improve 

student wellness

ÅPrevention education, research, best 

practices, convenings, student health leaders

ÅSupporting LAUSDôs Wellness Centers and 

SBHCs through data driven outcomes

The L.A. Trust: At a glance



<#>

The L.A. Trust & LAUSD Oral Health 
Initiative

& LAUSD OralHealthInitiativeÅA comp rehensi ve public health a pp roach to meet the oral health 

needs of LAUSD students 

ÅStanda rdized oral health education, p revent ion and ear ly 

inte rvent ion p rogram ac ross LAUSD since 2012, including:

ÅUniversal education for teachers, students, and parents

ÅUniversal screening and fluoride varnish

ÅSpecial emphasis in kindergarten students

ÅEstablishing dental hubs throughout the district

ÅCase management and referral processes

ÅOral health policy advocacy

ÅOral health data collection 


